
A cold case no more — 
unlocking our DNA yields transformative results
Thirty years after the Human Genome Project launched, 

technology allows us to reap its everlasting rewards.

13 YEARS
Duration of the Human
Genome Project, which

launched in October 1990
and was completed in

April 2003

$1 TRILLION+ 
Amount of economic return 
generated by the project, 

which also has created 
hundreds of thousands 

of jobs.

10,000+
Number of clinical trials 

for new cancer therapies 
now recruiting in the US 

400 MILLION 
Number of people 
worldwide living with 
rare diseases

 80%
of rare diseases
are genetic in origin

 95%  
of rare diseases
do not have a treatment 
approved by the FDA 

Sources: genome.gov and globalgenes.org.


